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Abstract

In this research, the standard ‘Mishel Uncertainty in illness Scale’ (MUIS),
measuring the level of uncertain on sickness, has been localized for suitably being
used in the Taipei area.

The initial interview was given to 15 inpatients (8 Diabetes, 5 Dialysis and 2
Cardiopathy) based on the translation of 30-item MUIS, which resulted in adding
another 42 items to the original scale, and then the 72-item prototype Taiwanese
MUIS (TUIS) has been developed. There were 202 inpatients within 5 hospitals in
the Taipei area, who completed the TUIS (response rate is 96.2 %). Principal
Component Analysis with direct oblimin rotation has been used, and the final 60-item
scale revealed the following five dimensions: (1) emotional response, (2) treatment
uncertainty, (3) insufficient information (4) unpredictability and (5) financial
problem. These accounted respectively for the following percentages of the scale
variance: 27.489, 7.122, 4.042, 3.540 and 2.872. The internal reliability meets the
acceptable requirement (r = 0.954).

The development of standard TUIS can provide related medical staff an
instrument to probe the uncertain level of inpatients for exploring inpatients’ anxiety
and fear in order to take care of inpatients’ psychological needs and to promote the
quality of medical services.
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